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Ladybug/Bee Class 
Christina Young, Casey Fowler, Carley O’Byrne, and Sarah Stein 
In the month of September, the Ladybugs/Bees focused on exploring apples and using 
them in the children’s learning experiences. One learning experience was making apple 
tree thumb prints and singing “Way up High in the Apple Tree.” Singing songs to infants 
strengthens the bond between parent/caregiver and child. Singing helps develop 
language and positively affects an infant’s growth and development. Throughout the 
month of September, the children got to do hands-on activities such as stamp painting 
with apples, apple rolling and seed count, reading books about apples, and hiding apples 
in a peek-a-boo game. Because we have infants of different ages, we modify the activity 
to fit each child’s developmental needs. 

 

Penguins/Seals Class 

Claudia “Burger” Conley, Amanda Brock, and Claudine Wilson 

This month we have been talking about old friends and new 
friends. We did a lot of sensory projects with apples and 
branches. The children enjoyed rolling the apples down a plastic 
tube, painting with apples, and making different shapes with the 
apples. We pretended that the apples were dirty and practiced 
washing them with soap and water. We did another activity with 
apples in the water, with surprise plastic worms. It was fun to see 
the kids explore and find the worms. We also compared different 
sizes of the apples by placing them into different sized tubes. 

 

 

Dolphin Class 

Ada Scott and Jennifer Enterline 

This past month, the toddlers have been taking advantage of 
our small class size by getting some more cooking experience. 
Every child loves to help and we have been able to round out 
our apple explorations with some apple recipes. We’ve 
averaged one dish per week and have worked together to try 
applesauce waffles, apple cake, and apple brownies. The 
children loved the apple cake the best. If you want to try these 



recipes at home, here are the links: 

• https://www.godairyfree.org/recipes/fresh-apple-cake 
• https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/68348/apple-brownies/ 

 

Frog Class 

Mercedes Steward and Catherine Carroll 

In the Frog room we are happy it's October as we've been doing a fall 
exploration! We've gone on a nature walk where the children gathered 
leaves, walnuts, and sticks falling from the trees. We used what we 
picked up to create a mini model of the playground, with the hill and 
all. We have been doing stamp art with apples and creating fall 
collages. We're looking forward to Halloween and exploring as much of 
fall as we can! 

 

Gecko Class 

Julie Douglas, Tammy Epling, and Ehricka Masalkoski 

Where did September go? The Geckos had a very busy month. Our transitions were very 
successful. The children are doing very well wearing their masks. The children explored 
different art media during our unit on Children's Art. They painted on the easel and 
made sculptures together, and painted with a variety of tools and even with their feet! 
We also had a unit called All About Me. We all learned some things about each other. 
We spent time learning more about our school and all things we do while at school. The 
school buses were a big hit in our classroom. The children are having fun driving them 
all over the room. In the next couple weeks our focus will be on fall. 

 

Teacher Feature: Ms. Ehricka Masakolski 

Ms. Ehricka Masalkoski is a lead teacher in the Gecko room. 
She has been with the Geckos, and EC3, for two years. Ehricka 
earned her Child Development Associate (CDA) degree in 
2019 and loves being a lead teacher. Her favorite part is seeing 
the children grow and being involved in it. She likes to see 
their development and progress in artwork. She also enjoys 
watching kids play in the house area because they use their 
imaginations so much. Last year, they took the class to the zoo 
and Ehricka had so much fun watching the kids interact with 
the animals and seeing them outside of EC3. When she’s not 

https://www.godairyfree.org/recipes/fresh-apple-cake
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/68348/apple-brownies/


at work, Ehricka spends a lot of time with her family and watching movies with her 
husband and dog. 

Lion Class 

Dani Douglas and Trayvon Speed 

It has been a great start in the Lion room this year. Transitions went really well with 
friends coming into the Lions from the Frogs, Geckos, and outside the center. We settled 
into our new routines quickly and made rules together. We were able to get to know 
each other better the last few weeks by learning our favorite things: animals, colors, 
foods, games, etc. We made books about ourselves, featuring our favorite things and our 
families. We will have them in our reading area for everyone to read. 

Recently our class has been learning about fire prevention. We are learning about the 
different things fire fighters wear, drive, and what they do if there is a fire. We are also 
practicing our Stop, Drop, and Roll and fire drills. The kids are having a great time 
learning about our real life super heroes. During the rest of the month of October, we 
will be learning about the fall season. We are going to be studying leaves changing color, 
different types of apples, and pumpkins. We will also have a fun week leading up to 
Halloween. 

 

Tiger Class 

Angie Mendenhall and Lindsay Simpson 

The Tiger room is embracing the fall weather. In addition to learning about being a 
Tiger, we are exploring about all things autumn. We started with colors and are moving 
through leaves, apples, and pumpkins. The Tigers are interested in themselves, friends, 
and the world around them. 

 

Bear Class 

Wanda Bancroft and Sofia Stathoulia 

Wow! The Bear room has been busy with so many activities 
going on these past few weeks. We are really enjoying this group 
and are so happy for how well everyone is doing together. We 
have really been honing our social skills learning to express 
ourselves through words, as well as to problem solve with each 
other. Last month we introduced a new “Greek center” (thanks, 
Sofia!). The bears are hearing Greek stories and playing games 

that go along with the stories. We have also introduced a new “math center,” where the 
bears are able to explore numbers, weights, measurements, and so much more. Both 
new centers are open during our free play time. During large group we are practicing 
taking turns speaking and listening. We are getting daily 



responsibilities using our job chart, and we are trying to participate during group 
discussions, stories, and songs. We have also started a group study on the human body, 
and healthy habits. There is so much going on each day in our room that it would be 
hard to share all the details here. So we are including pictures that we have taken along 
the way. 

 


